THE WORLD WAR

country with another, of one group of Impe-
rialists with another, nor is it merely the fierce
endeavour of a particular race or nation for
world-domination: it is something more than
all that. This war has a deeper, a more solemn,
almost a grim significance. Spme thinkers in
Europe, not the mere political leaders, but
those who lead in thought and ideas and ideals,
to whom something of the inner world is
revealed, have realised the true nature of the
present struggle and have expressed it in no
uncertain terms. Here is what Jules Romains,
one of the foremost thinkers and litterateurs of
contemporary France, says:

"Since the end of the Middle Ages, con-
querors did harm perhaps to civilization, but
they never claimed to bring it into question.
They ascribed their excesses and crimes to
motives of necessity, but never dreamed for a
moment to hold them up as exemplary actions
on which subject nations were called upon to
fashion their morality, their code, their gospel,
.?.Since the dawn of* modern times the acci-
dents of military history in Europe have never
meant for her the end of her most precious
spiritual and moral values and a sudden
annulment of all the work done by the past
generations in the direction of mutual respect,